EXITS AND ENTRANCES                          7

Entente, and lie had it within his power to renew the war
enthusiasm of the masses. A concession to the moderate
elements of the Left and Centre during 1915 or 1916 would
have had the effect of restoring confidence between the
people and the throne; but the Tsar's besetting sin of
weakness, combined with a lack of confidence in his own
judgement, caused him to listen to the counsel of the ex-
treme Right rather than to that of the would-be reformers.
The result was a series of desultory and unrelated
attempts to negotiate a separate peace with Germany,
carried on through financial and commercial agencies,
through the King of Sweden, and through the Grand Duke
of Hesse, brother of the Tsaritsa.1 These attempts were
aided and abetted by the German agents who poured into
Russia and sought to foster the cause of peace by play-
ing upon the nervous sensibilities of the Conservatives,
emphasizing the danger of revolution from within and of
the betrayal of Russia by her Allies. Britain, it was alleged,
was planning to deprive Russia of her legitimate spoils
of war by keeping Constantinople for herself and creating
a new Gibraltar at the Dardanelles. France and Japan were
said to have agreed to this move, the latter at the price
of the promise of expansion into Manchuria. This so
disturbed the Russian Government that at the Inter-
Allied Conference at Chantilly, in November 1915, the
Russian representative advised most earnestly the abandon-
ment of the Gallipoli campaign. Moreover, the autumn of
1915 had seen an important step towards a Russo-Gennan
understanding. The Tsar, against his better judgement
and under pressure from the Empress and her circle,

1 No German account of these secret negotiations has been published
(so far as the present writer is aware) but the Russian sources of informa-
tion, taken largely from the archives of the late Tsar, have been used
by V. P. Semmenikov in two works, Monarkhia pered Krusheniem, 1914-
1917 (Moscow, 1927) and Romanovyi g&rmanskie vUyania, 1914-1917
(Moscow, 1929).